i922: THE BIRTH OF THE NEW ORDER IX EGYPT
BO safer and would ruin any chance of good understand-
ing with the Egyptians, while liberal compensation was
already being paid to the victims. A special body which
Allenby set to wTork under a selected British official1
tracked down the gang in the end, as will be told later.
Meanwhile the attacks were a source of constant anxiety
and exasperation.
Thirdly, King Fuad. Allenby's duels with that astute
and ambitious monarch over the Constitution and other
matters will be recorded in the course of the narrative.
The two contestants had a respect and liking for each
other, and between rounds had much friendly discussion
on subjects of mutual interest, one of which was the
various religions of mankind. Allenby appreciated the
King's intelligence; the King learned to respect Allenby's
sincerity and to realize his strength. In their passages of
arms the monarch showed much fencing-school skill but
had usually to yield in the end to the threat of Alienby's
broadsword." In the matter of securing a liberal Consti-
tution Allenby fought Egypt's battles as much as Great
Britain's. Though the manoeuvres of the King were
less dangerous than the Sudan agitation or the crimes of
the murder gang, they required a constant watchfulness
and gave Allenby much occupation.
The Commission which assembled to draft the
Constitution under the presidency of Rushdi Pasha (the
Prime Minister of the War period), began their labours
in April and continued them until the late autumn. At
an early stage the question of the Sudan raised an acute
controversy with the British Government. The Sudan
was defined in the opening clauses as an integral part of
Egypt, and the King of Egypt was stated to be King of
: S:r Alexander Keown-Boyd, K.B.E., C.M.G., who had spent many
years in the Ministry of die Interior and had been Oriental Secretary at the
Residency.
2 ViThe ingenuity of his arguments compelled my reluctant admiration,1*
wrote Allenby after one interview.
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